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Architecture, engineering students team up

By PATRICIA WILLIAMS
STAFF WRITER

TORONTO—Structural engineer
Morden Yolles admits he was a mite
anxious when he launched a design
competition last fall, designed to
inspire collaboration between architec-
ture and civil engineering students at
the University of Toronto.

*“We were really concerned whether
anyone would enter,” says the founder
of the firm now known as the Yolles
Group Inc. and the winner of the 1997
Toronto Arts Award for architecture
and design.

As it turned out, seven cross-disci-

plinary teams entered the competition,

sponsored by Yolles, the faculty of

architecture, landscape and design, and
the faculty of applied science and engi-
neering.

The competition is thought to be the
first of its kind in Canada. Winners
were announced this week.

The winning design came from the
team of architecture students Carolina
Chan and Michelle Au and engineering
student Alex Cheng.

Second prize went to architecture
students Gene Ascenzi and James
Sheffield and engineering student
Anya-Lilsa Bobert.

The winning team received a
$6,000-prize, while the second-place

" winners were given $2,000. Funding

came from Yolles.

The teams collaborated on designs
for a real project, a community centre
currently in the planning stages at the
city of Toronto’s Department of Parks
and Recreation.

The students’ designs will not actu-
ally be built, but organizers said the
competition gave students a sense of
what they likely would encounter
working on this type of project in real
life.

Students produced detailed architec-

tural and engineering

designs—including structur-

al design and load calcula-

tions—along with compre-
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University of Toronto
architecture students
Carolina Chan (at left)
and Michelle Au (centre)
and engineering student
Alex Cheng show off
their award-winning de-
sign in a student compe-
tition at the university.
Photo courtesy FACULTY OF
ARCHITECTURE, LANDSCAPE
AND DESIGN

pecial Section on
Water & Waste
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