strong message, that architecture
matters and its quality reflects and
affects the quality of life. Although
these goals were much in evidence at
the Saint John conference, there's
still a need to fuse them into a
whale—surely our most challenging
task.

Fostering cooperation when
confronted with such professional
differences as those within the
provincial associations, those
between the mandates of the RAIC
and the provincial associations, and
the division between practice and
education may be flying in the face
of history. But although thess
differences have reasons, we musin'l
let them divide the profession and
weaken our position with other
bodies and government agencies,

The Saint John conference
included two meetings as the
culmination of efforts to resolve
some of those differences, one
between the Committee of
Architectural Councils and the
RAIC president to ratify an
arrangement for closer cooperation,
and the other held by the Council of
Schools of Architecture at which a
system of program accreditation was
unammaously supported. Given that
no Canadian accreditation existed
before, this system, to take effect
next January, furthers the
development of architectural
education and complements the
recent implementation of uniform
national registration examinations.
With these moves in place, can
reciprocity among all provinces be
far behind?

As for support for architectural
research and education, the RAICs
effort to set up a commission to
solicit support from various funding
bodies coincides with a new special
advisory group at the Canada
Council on Architecture. It wasn't
long ago when we had to write and
rermind the authors of the
Applebaum Herbert report that
architecture deserved recognition
and support in its own right. Some
of that recognition seems finally to
be emerging in small but telling
provisions by various agencies,
though supported research, refereed
journals, and conferences that allow
architects to share their experiences
are still sorely lacking,

The particularly architectural
approach to the study of public
places in the lecture series was one
of the most important points of the
conference. For too long, architects
have worked as intellectual orphans
trying to adopt the methods and the
knowledge of other disciplines. In
Smnt John, there were no social
surveys, no sociclogical forecasts,

but rather an assertion that
problems that require architectural
solutions must be conducted in
architectural terms. The problem of
“intellectual impenialism” (in
Morthrop Frye's terms) isn't limited
to architecture, but in all cases it
reduces to mere borrowings and
dilettantism what should be research
and radical work, and the long
reliance on non-architectural
subjects for information has led to
neglect of architecture as a
discipline in its own right.

What did the conference achieve
and how might it influence the
quality of Canadian architecture? Of
course, such influence grows slowly,
but the conference did reveal several
points, including the difficulty of
engaging the practising and
academic members of our profession
in the same discussion. A clear
division between the two camps was
obvious by the small attendance at
the lectures. This isn'l something we
can ignore; the theoretical and
practical sides of our profession
have a vital and mutual connection
vet to be realized. Like ther.
pmblcmq within our mu;ﬁ%;“
division raised questions
be addressed within the sﬂﬁ;ﬁ%’}
practices, and at the a.m'u%
conference.
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conduct an inquiry into l\
architecture, The air had
quotations from a Barnar?n:iﬁ
that warned of the end u[“‘#'ﬁ""'
architecture as a pmfcm:ﬁ{..sl_ﬁ
since become clear that w (1%
follow the events as we figg:
shape them as we see fit.
requires designing minds |
guide action with ideas and®
especially in this world of
constraints. This is the Q[H ]
the architectural professig
reason, the future of archi
far longer than its past.
only realize it. As a ‘sjmbd*ﬁf’.g]c
realization the conferences?
dedicated to Ron Thom
memory Doug Shadbolt Jak
to give an illustrated lall: 1
the conference.
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